162                                 GLYCERINE
For violet inks       .     Methyl violet and crystal violet
For green inks        .     Brilliant green and malachite green
For red inks          .     Fuchsin
For yellow inks     .     Auramin
2. COPYING INKS.    -
Copying inks are those inks which allow at least
one very clear copy to be taken of the document
written with them ; these inks are mostly used in
business, in those cases where only one copy of the
document is needed.
The preparation of copying inks has been looked
upon as very difficult of accomplishment; at the pre-
sent moment, however, such successful attempts have
been made that in a short time practically every
ink can be transformed into a copying ink. A
good copying ink should possess the property of drying
slowly and when, after a time, a damp and porous
sheet of paper is placed on the document, should so
soften again that part of the ink is absorbed by the
paper.
Formerly, copying inks were made by mixing with
the ink, extract of logwood and grape sugar, two
substances with very strong water-attracting qual-
ities. This hygroscopic quality prevented entire
drying of the characters, and therefore after a time
a good copy of the writing could be taken.
By the application of glycerine, the production of
good copying inks has been rendered a very simple
matter, and every ink by the addition of glycerine
can at once be turned into copying ink. The amount